ABRAZO
Foster Family Agency

Facility # 107206556
1589 W. Shaw Ave, Suite 3
Fresno, California 93711
(559) 228-9800, Fax: (559) 228-9802

Dear   ____________________________:

Thank you for contacting Abrazo Foster Family Agency.  We greatly appreciate your interest in becoming resource parents.  Thank you for your interest in resource care - there are many children in need throughout the Central Valley Area.   

Through no fault of their own, each resource child has lost everything!  Their parents and/or siblings, their home, toys, clothes, bed, favorite blanket or pillow, school, friends and extended family.

It’s very exciting knowing you will be helping a child.  However, you must understand that the resource child does not always share your feelings or at the very least, will be confused about their situation. These children are wounded, but the emotional or physical scars don’t always show. When a child is frightened and confused, anger and rebellion are a common response. Many foster children don’t come with proper moral teaching or good values.  Resource parents need to demonstrate patience and understanding, because this behavior takes time and effort.  It would be unfair to expect a child to make life changes overnight—just because they live in a new home. But, we can do our best and together we can make a difference!

There are a number of steps you need to take to become a Resource Parent - paperwork, resource parent training, CPR / First Aid certification, etc. - but it all begins with an Orientation appointment. The orientation is one-on-one, it is preferred that all the adults in the home attend this 1-hour meeting which can be scheduled Monday - Wednesday between 10:00 am and 6:30 pm.

STEP 1:  Review or complete the following:
· Frequently Asked Questions with Answers About Resource Family Care – Educational material for your review. 

· Prospective Resource Parent Home Study and Background Questionnaire – The initial application that must be completed. You may mail or fax the completed form once it is completed.  Please be sure the information listed for the Primary Care Provider is the person (male or female doesn’t matter) that will be most responsible for the care of the children.  Secondary Care Provider is the spouse or partner.
· Orientation - After you read the information and complete the questionnaire, please call our office at (559) 228-9800 and we will schedule you for an Orientation appointment at your convenience.  Any questions or concerns may be addressed at that time.

STEPS 2 and 3: Will include Resource Parent Training (16 hours), free at Fresno City College, and a Home Inspection. You will receive more information about Steps 2 and 3 at the Orientation.  

WHAT IS SUCCESS?
 To laugh often and much;
To win the respect of intelligent people and the affection of children;
To earn the appreciation of honest critics and endure the betrayal of false friends;
To appreciate beauty;
To find the best in others;
To leave the world a bit better, whether by a healthy child, a garden patch 
or a redeemed social condition;
To know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived;
This is to have succeeded.
Ralph Waldo Emerson
Thank you again for your interest.  We hope to meet you soon!

Dr. John W. Lott, LMFT, Abrazo Foster Family Agency

1589 W. Shaw Ave, Suite 3, Fresno, California 93711

 (559) 228-9800 Office* (559) 228-9802 Fax    Email:  John@abrazoffa.net 
