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Wants and Desires for Placement in Home
One must soul search for the type of child or children one is willing to have in the home for placement.  Are you a single parent, do both you and your spouse work full-time jobs?  Are you restricted because of only having one vehicle for transportation?  Do you have a medical condition that would hamper your performance in working with children?  Will your current time constraints allow you room for more obligations?  Will having additional children in the home take away from the care and needs of your current family?  Have you thought through the negative side of foster parenting (i.e., dealing with out-of-control children, inconvenient hours for the biological family, medical, dental, mental health appointments and visits, the effects of a child that has been neglected, abused, traumatized and/or abandoned, to name just a few problems that foster parents deal with).  Are you willing to open your heart to a child then deal with the loss that must come when the child is reunited or must be moved for his/her own good?  Finally, are you willing to endure strangers coming into your home and inspecting it to their standards?  Social workers, therapists, child advocates and many others will be giving their opinions on how these children need to be dealt with and handled.

Are your expectations for these children going to be high and fair?  Can you as a foster parent give a genuine depth of acceptance to a child and allow them to be good enough and deserving enough to be loved.  When you as foster parents are doing respite, long or short-term care you are making a statement that you care about the lives of the children and their families, and that you are willing and able to extend a piece of yourself to help heal the wounds of others.  Can you love these children knowing that they can be short term or long-term placement?  Are you prepared to give up a resource child when the court orders their return to their family? 
Natural parenthood is where you get whatever develops and comes out of the gene pool between you and your partner.  In resource care, you get to choose race, creed, sex, age and number of children you want to foster in your home.  Prior to making your choice, let me tell you that we all make assumptions about people's behavior and developmental levels based on their age.  This works because for most people, development takes a normal course.  Most aspects of their development match their age.  This means that an eight-year-old is physically, emotionally, intellectually, academically and socially at an eight-year-old level.  But for children whose experiences may lead to developmental delays, it is unrealistic to expect that development will be consistent with age.  Because of their experiences, children may be normal in some areas, but exhibit delays in other areas.  Also know that our children come like natural child birth always of the day and night.  We will call at 3:30 am and expect you to be willing to take a child in need at that time!
John William Lott
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CHECK THE FOLLOWING AGE GROUPS OF RESOURCE CHILDREN YOU ARE WILLING TO ACCEPT IN YOUR HOME:  
· Fresno County demands that if you want newborns through 5 years of age.  You must be willing to adopt or take over guardianship should these steps become reality for these children.
· Only two children of the same gender are allowed sharing a bedroom; under the age of 5 is the exception. Infant's crib can be in the resource parent(s) bedroom for children 0 to 2 years of age.

	Gender
	 
	Boys
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	African-American

	
	 
	Girls
	
	
	
	1 - 3
	
	
	
	Hispanic

	
	
	
	
	
	
	4 - 6
	
	
	
	Caucasian

	# of Boys
	 
	
	
	
	
	7 - 9
	
	
	
	Oriental

	
	
	
	
	
	 
	10 - 12
	
	
	
	American Indian

	# of Girls
	 
	
	
	
	 
	13 - 15
	
	
	
	East Indian

	
	
	 
	 
	16 - 18
	
	
	
	Other

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 
	Any Ethnicity


	 
	
	
	
	 

	Signature of the Resource Parent
	
	
	
	Date


NOTE:  As a resource parent, you will have constant change in your home.  When you need to change the certification in your home, simply advise your home supervisor and the change will occur.  Example:  You had selected all boxes for Age and you have decided to switch to 4 - 9 age bracket or you selected both Boys and Girls and you have decided to continue resource care but with Girls only.
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